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	In the United States, the 1930s was a time of sheer survival for the people who lived during this period. The country was in the greatest depression in its history.  There were many issues that led to the predicament.  This essay will focus on three of the most serious problems.  First, the terrible dust storms that swept through the Midwest and created the Dust Bowl; second, the high unemployment rate; and third, the common practice of sharecropping.
	The Grapes of Wrath written by John Steinbeck gave a voice to the problems surrounding the great depression.  One chapter of this book was devoted to the story of a family impacted by the Dust Bowl.  The effected region stretched from Texas into the Dakota states.  The drought lasted for a decade and ruined the once fertile farmlands.  It led to insect infestation, minimal to no crop growth, and suffocation of livestock.  The family in Steinbeck’s book was faced with the inability to pay the mortgage on their land and was being forced to leave.  The father of the family said, “Funny thing how it is. If a man owns a little property, that property is him, it’s part of him, and it’s like him.  If he owns property only so he can walk on it and handle it and be sad when it isn’t doing well, and feel fine when the rain falls on it, that property is him, and some way he’s bigger because he owns it.  Even if he isn’t successful he’s big with his property. That is so”.¹  This statement truly shows how connected people were to their way of life and how devastating it was for them to be forced out. People living in the area had to leave and head to California and other states to survive.  Unfortunately conditions were not much better when families reached other states.  Many were forced to work as agricultural migrants, and they traveled from farm to farm working for extremely low wages.  
	Another severe problem facing people during the Great Depression was unemployment. The rate of unemployment was as high as 80% in some cities.  Along with the unemployment came devastating poverty.  This situation led to adult men feeling ashamed and helpless, unable to support themselves or their families.  Thousands of people did what they had to do to survive including going through garbage cans looking for food and waiting outside of restaurants hoping to get a few scraps to eat.   Ed Paulsen who lived through the depression as a young man, verbally recounted his experiences that were later published in a book called Hard Times by Studs Terkel.  Ed headed to California in hopes of finding work, but found the same problem existed there as in his home town.  Violence erupted frequently with men vying for very few jobs.  Even law enforcement sometimes lost control which occasionally resulted in death.  “More and more men were after fewer and fewer jobs”.²  It got to the point where “Everybody was a criminal”.²  Civility was left by the wayside because peoples’ basic needs were not being met and they couldn’t do anything about it.  Ed stole to survive.  He summed it up by saying, “It created a coyote mentality.  You were a predator. You had to be. The coyote is crafty. He can be fantastically courageous and a coward at the same time.  He’ll run, but when he’s cornered he’ll fight”.²
	The last problem to discuss is sharecropping and the issues it created.  The practice of sharecropping was that landowners would hire tenants to work a section of their land and would in return require that the tenant pay a large percentage of the profit from the crop grown… usually around 50%.  However, the tenant’s portion was further deducted if he owed the landowner for equipment or other farming necessities needed to produce a crop.  There was very little left for the tenant to live on.  In the book Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, authors James Agee and Walker Evans, tell the story of two men, Woods and Rickets, who were tenants during the Great Depression.  They explained their dire situation on their month to month survival.  “During six to seven months of each year, then-that is, during exactly each time as their labor with the cotton is of absolute necessity to the landlord – they can be sure of whatever living is possible in rations advances and in cotton seed money”.³  During the rest of the year the landlord was not concerned for the well-being of their tenants, and the majority of all tenants were without money.  Families suffered greatly.  Many became ill from the lack of food, shelter, and medical attention.  Some tenants fared better than others in the sharecropping business, but most of them had similar experiences as Woods and Rickets. 
	In conclusion, the Great Depression stands out as one of the lowest points in American history. There were many factors that created the Great Depression and perpetuated it. The three problems highlighted in this essay stood out as being some of the root causes and effects of the devastation and long duration of the era.                
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