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	Music has had a profound influence in my life and still is to this day. I enjoy music from many genres, which made it difficult to choose a musician or composer for the project.  I decided to do my final project on the epic music band, Two Steps from Hell.  In this paper I will discuss how Two Steps from Hell came to be, give a brief biography of the owners/composers, and the history of epic music and its industry from its beginnings to the present.  Furthermore, I will talk about the role of epic music, closely related genres, the influence of Two Steps from Hell’s music in our culture, and the unique artistic composition of the genre.
	Two Steps from Hell was officially founded in 2006 by Thomas Bergersen and Nick Phoenix (Two Steps from Hell, 2015).  Before forming Two Steps from Hell, Bergersen and Phoenix independently produced their own music.  The two composers brought their talents together and began to create original music for movie trailers.  The name Two Steps from Hell came about as the duo was looking for a name that would catch peoples interest and attention and not just be ordinary. The chosen name was also similar to a nightclub that Bergeson remembered from his hometown (Tsoruoupidie, 2013). 
	The group has successfully composed music for over 1000 major motion picture trailers. However, the tracks weren’t released to the public until May 2010, when Two Steps from Hell released their first commercial album titled Invincible. Currently they have published over 10 albums to the public as well as 20 demonstration albums. Two Steps from Hell has experienced great success in recent years with the release of albums Invincible and Archangel reaching first and second place in the iTunes classical section (Wiki, Two Steps from Hell, 2017). 
	One of the reasons why this group has been so successful is because of the talent and experience of Bergersen and Phoenix.  While they have had success together under the Two Steps from Hell label, they have experienced great success individually in the music industry as well. Thomas Bergersen was born on July 4, 1980 in Trondheim, Norway. Thomas began playing instruments at the age of 6. Some of these include; piano, keyboard, trumpet, violin, guitar, and the duduk. Bergersen has an unparalleled expertise and extensive knowledge of digital orchestration and sample libraries. These two combined, coupled with innovation, makes him one of the best in the industry worldwide. In 2011 he released his first public album titled Illusions which has been a tremendous success reaching number one in the iTunes world music charts both internationally and in the United States (Thomas Bergersen, 2017).
	Nick Phoenix was born in London, England. He played in rock bands beginning at age twelve. In college, Nick majored in creative writing and also studied classical piano for ten years. He began composing music for film trailers in 1997. In 2013 Phoenix released a solo album titled Speed of Sound, a hybrid electronic/orchestral score (Wiki, Nick Phoenix, 2017). Nick has written two books as part of a series titled Colin Frake. They are fantasy novels which include soundtracks released under the Two Steps from Hell label. This book venture is creative and pushes the envelope of traditional artists (Two Steps from Hell, 2015).
	The epic music genre had its beginnings in trailer music. The first trailer music companies were created in the 1990’s. Traditionally, trailer and film music were unavailable to the public except for when they watched movies or movie trailers. Fans of this type of music wanted access to it so they could enjoy it outside of movie watching. Fan requests eventually drove trailer music companies and composers to create a genre of their own which they titled Epic music. This started the creation and release of epic music. Epic music can be used as trailer music, but it is a separate stand-alone genre. In fact, epic, film, and trailer music are considered separate genres within the music community. There are common styles used in epic music. These include; orchestral, vocal, world (folklore), and hybrid/rock but can include a mix of nearly any style of music to create the desired effect which can be very challenging (Wiki, Epic Music, 2017). Bergersen describes it like this: 
 “The complexity of the soundscape means more things can go wrong, clash, or otherwise make the process difficult. You are sometimes dealing with polar opposites, but just because we’ve been told that certain things don’t go well together I don’t see that as a reason to avoid it, but a challenge rather. The satisfaction for me ultimately lies in untangling the mess and making all the individual chaotic parts come together in harmony somehow. That’s when I feel like I’ve done a good job.” (Thomas Bergersen, 2017) 
To illustrate the impact of trailer, film, or epic music on a movie, the best thing to do is turn off the sound and watch without it. Music creates emotion and sets the tone for the entirety of the film, TV show, or video game. 
	Two Steps from Hell have used their experience and talent to create some of the best known trailers and film music in recent years. Several of these include; Harry Potter and Deathly Hallows Part I and II, Star Trek: Into Darkness, The Dark Knight, The Avengers, Pirates of the Caribbean, Up, The Twilight Saga, and Thor. Another popular use of epic music is in video games and television series’. Two Steps from Hell’s music has been featured in video games such as; Assassin’s IV, Star Wars: The Old Republic, Resident Evil 6, and Elders Scrolls online. Television series’ music by Two Steps from Hell include; Breaking Bad, Dr. Who, Game of Thrones, Sherlock, The Walking Dead, and Supernatural (Two Steps from Hell, 2015) 
	According to Bergersen, epic music is unique in the way it is composed. He believes that Music is all about expression. “To me, music theory is an obstruction. I love composing music because it liberates me from social conventions and authorities. It is pure freedom to me. The last thing I want to be doing is following academic guidelines and rules that directly inhibit my creative freedom.” (Thomas Bergersen, 2017). Epic music is a growing genre that is becoming more competitive.  As more artists arise, unique and innovative ideas are being approached. They push the envelope in the industry which drives other artists to be better. Two Steps from Hell is an epic music band that has left its mark on our culture. Their motto is “music makes you braver”, and listening to their music, does just that. 
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